
are fulfilled for his descendants but—note this—great-
ly exceeded for him personally. They inherit Canaan: 
“To your descendants I have given this land, From the 
river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphra-
tes” (Gen. 15:18). But he inherits the world (Rom. 4:13). 
To reiterate, this is the “very great” reward promised to 
Abraham (Gen. 15:1).

15. The far-reaching importance of Abraham’s test in 
Genesis 22 is unexpected and quite startling: Pass-
ing this hard test, perhaps the most difficult test ever 
faced by man apart from the cross of Calvary, brought 
a great reward for himself (compare Gen. 22:16–17 
with Gen. 15:1 and Rom. 4:13) and blessings for the 
whole world (Gen. 22:18).

“By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, 
because you have done this thing, and have not 
withheld your son, your only son, indeed I will 
greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your 
seed as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand 
which is on the seashore; and your seed shall pos-
sess the gate of their enemies. And in your seed 
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, be-
cause you have obeyed My voice” (Gen. 22:16–18).

Take special note of this: one test affects the entire 
earth from the time it is passed to the destruction of 
this present world—and probably beyond. It affects 
everyone in every nation. One man passing one test 
has worldwide implications for all time! Conversely, 
had he failed this test the whole planet would have 
been denied these blessings. Clearly and briefly stated, 
in Abraham the whole world is blessed…and he will 
inherit the world he blessed! As we shall see in the 
next point, I believe John the Baptist is the great-
est preacher of all time (Matt. 11:11; Luke 7:28); but 
Abraham is the greatest saint who ever lived—judging 
from the size and value of his inheritance. He inherits 
the world at the Judgment of the Sheep and Goats 
(Matt. 25:31–46; Rom. 4:13).

16. His name is great not only in this life (Gen. 12:2) 
but also in the next. He will enjoy the perks of fame, 
honor, and popularity in the Kingdom: “many shall 
come from east and west, and recline at the table 
with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
of heaven” (Matt. 8:11). He will be among the first or 
greatest in the Kingdom—if not the greatest (save 
Jesus).

Is he greater than John the Baptist: “among those born

of women, there is no one greater than John; yet he 
who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he” 
(Matt. 11:11; Luke 7:28)? I believe so: if the least in the 
Kingdom is greater than John, reference must be to 
John’s mega-talent or greatness in this life (attractive-
ness and magnetism)—surely John will be not one of 
the least but one of the greatest in the Kingdom. In  
other words, he who is least important in the King-
dom will have a greater ministry than he who had the 
greatest ministry on earth in this life. Comparison is 
between the future ministry of the least and the past 
(not future) ministry of the Baptist. Though the least 
will bear his own punishment and shame (cf. Ezek. 
44:10, 13), his millennial service will be more spectacu-
lar than the most powerful preacher who ever lived!

Here’s some logic to think about. If the person who is 
least in honor, status, importance, rewards (Matt. 5:12; 
10:41–42; 1 Cor. 3:8, 14; Col. 3:24), treasure laid up in 
heaven (Matt. 6:19–20; 19:21), spiritual gold (Rev. 3:18), 
and riches toward God (Luke 12:21) will have a more 
effective ministry in the Kingdom than the earthly 
ministry of John the Baptist, how much more effective 
will the future ministry of the greatest person in the 
Kingdom be? And how much more spectacular will 
the future ministries of overcomers be, such as the 
kings who rule with Christ (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 2:26–27; 
20:4)? The point is this: All service in the Millennial 
Kingdom is more effective than the most effective 
service in the premillennial world. That is to say, the 
least important ministry in the future Kingdom will 
be greater than the premillennial ministry of John the 
Baptist.

Here are some questions to ponder. How much 
treasure am I laying up in heaven? Am I rich or poor 
toward God? Am I missing my opportunities for future 
greatness? Am I an overcomer? How great will I be in 
the coming Kingdom?
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For the promise to Abraham
or to his descendants

that he would be heir of the world
was not through the Law,

but through the righteousness
of faith.

~Romans 4:13~



1. Abraham was redeemed from bondage to sin (h∂dDÚp): 
“Therefore thus says the LORD, who redeemed Abra-
ham…” (Isa. 29:22; cf. Psa. 130:7–8).

“Abraham was born around 2166 B.C. We know 
nothing of his early life or how he was led to God. 
It has been speculated that either Job, Shem, or 
even Melchizedek showed him the way of salva-
tion” (Willmington’s Guide to the Bible, 36).

2. Spiritually he is the greatest person who ever lives 
on this earth, except Jesus (cf. Job 1:8; 2:3).

“He is mentioned 308 times in the Bible; 234 
times in the Old Testament; and seventy-four in 
the New Testament. These quotes came from 
twenty-seven books: sixteen in the Old Testament 
and eleven in the New Testament” (Willmington’s 
Guide to the Bible, 36).

“The book of Genesis spans a period of about 
2350 years. The first eleven chapters, which de-
scribe the Creation of the universe, the Fall, Flood; 
and Tower of Babel, cover a period of 2000 years. 
The last thirty-nine chapters concern themselves 
with Abraham and his seed, covering some 350 
years. In other words, God gave us more detail 
about Abraham than about the origin of the uni-
verse!” (Willmington’s Guide to the Bible, 37).

3. He was called a prophet by God (Gen. 20:7).

4. He had great obedience (“now I know that you fear 
God, since you have not withheld your son, your only 
son, from Me” Gen. 22:12) and great faith (“through 
the righteousness of faith” Rom. 4:13; “he considered 
that God is able to raise men even from the dead” Heb. 
11:19). His obedience and faith in testing earned great 
blessings for himself, for his descendants, and for all 
the nations of the earth (Gen. 22:15–18).

5. God made a covenant with Abraham—known as 
the Abrahamic Covenant (initiated in Gen. 12:1–3, re-
iterated in 13:14–17, ratified in 15:7–21, and reiterated 
again in 22:15–18). The Abrahamic Covenant is the 
most important covenant in the Bible. It “is the single 
most important event in the Old Testament. It governs 
God’s entire program for Israel and the nations and is 
thus determinative of God’s program in history.…All 
subsequent revelation is the outworking of this

covenant” (Dictionary of Premillennial Theology, 27).

“The essence of God’s covenant with Abraham 
consists of three basic aspects: land, seed, and 
blessing. Each of the divine covenants that follow 
are the outworking of the Abrahamic covenant. 
The Palestinian covenant (Deut. 28–30) amplifies 
the land aspect of the Abrahamic covenant. The 
Davidic covenant (2 Sam. 7:8–17) amplifies the 
seed aspect, and the new covenant (Jer. 31:27–37; 
Ezek. 36:22–32) amplifies the blessings aspect. 
Thus, the Abrahamic covenant is the fountain-
head from which the others flow” (Dictionary of 
Premillennial Theology, 27).

6. All the nations of the earth are either blessed or 
cursed because of Abraham: “And I will make you 
a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your 
name great; And so you shall be a blessing; And I will 
bless those who bless you, And the one who curses 
you I will curse” (Gen. 12:2–3b; cf. 18:17–18). “And in 
your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, 
because you have obeyed My voice” (Gen. 22:18). This 
is fitting for someone who will inherit the world in the 
next life (Rom. 4:13).

7. All the families of the earth will be blessed because 
of Abraham: “And in you (ÔKVb) all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:3c). This is a reference 
to the coming of Jesus as Savior of the world (Matt. 
1:1; Luke 2:11; John 4:42; Gal. 3:8–9, 14).

8. God promised him a great reward: “After these 
things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vi-
sion, saying, ‘Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; 
Your reward shall be very great (dOaVm hE;b√rAh ÔK√rDkVc)’” (Gen. 
15:1). This great reward is delegated authority from 
Jesus to rule the world as vicegerent in the Millennial 
and Eternal Kingdoms (see point 12).

9. Abraham identifies with God in his willingness to 
sacrifice his only son (Gen. 22:1–19). Both had only 
sons who were (1) born miraculously, (2) beloved, (3) 
willing to be sacrificed on the same spot, (4) received 
back with great joy, and (5) inherited everything 
(“Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac” Gen. 25:6; 
“heir of all things” Heb. 1:2). And both procured a bride 
for their sons.

10. God calls him “My friend” (2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8;

James 2:23). Hebrew (bEhOa) and Greek (fi÷loß) both 
indicate he loved God more than anything else in the 
world (cf. Gen. 22:2). Note this important principle: The 
greater your love for God the greater your eternal reward. 
Abraham’s exceptional faith (Rom. 4:13), obedience 
(Gen. 22:12), and love for God led to the greatest re-
ward ever given to a sinful man: he inherits the world 
(Rom. 4:13). What do you love the most, the gift (Isaac) 
or the giver (God)?

11. He is not only the father of the Jews but “the father 
of all who believe” (Rom. 4:9–12).

12. He never owned any land in this life except a field 
and a burial cave in Canaan (Gen. 23:9, 17, 19; 25:9; 
49:30; 50:13). Nor did he receive any land in this life as 
an inheritance from God: “And He gave him no inheri-
tance in it, not even a foot of ground; and yet, even 
when he had no child, He promised that He would 
give it to him as a possession, and to his offspring after 
him” (Acts 7:5). Ephron’s field and the burial cave of 
Machpelah were purchased in full and not given to 
him by God. Note the reversal: His sacrifice of all land 
in this life results in his possession of all land in the 
next life. He was denied an inheritance of land here 
in order to inherit all land there. This is a huge return 
on his spiritual investment; it’s much greater than a 
hundredfold return in this life (Mark 10:30).

13. Abraham will inherit the world in the millennial 
and eternal Kingdoms: “For the promise to Abraham 
or to his descendants that he would be heir of the 
world (to\ klhrono/mon aujto\n ei•nai ko/smou) was 
not through the Law, but through the righteousness of 
faith” (Rom. 4:13). Since Jesus is the “heir of all things” 
(Heb. 1:2), apparently Abraham will rule the world 
for Jesus just as Joseph ruled Egypt for Pharaoh. His 
reward is world rulership from the beginning of the 
millennium through all eternity (see point 7).

14. He receives a much greater inheritance than God 
promised him. God is not limited by his promises on 
the high side: he can exceed them by giving much 
much more. He just can’t give less than he promised. 
Would you object if I promised you a hundred dollars 
but gave you a thousand? As we have seen, God prom-
ised to give “all the land of Canaan for an everlasting 
possession” to Abraham (Gen. 17:8), but he actually 
inherits much much more—the whole world (Rom. 
4:13). The land promises of the Abrahamic Covenant


